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that Fascism is violence, violent suppression of minorities, of
freedom, eto It is not just that. In India, Fascism may even-
be non-violent. So, let us not be deceived by appearances.
In order to succeed, Fascism must have the support of the
masses; in that sense, Fascism has already succeeded, at least,,
partially. It has deceived the British Labour Government and
British Democracy, by having apparently enlisted the support
of the masses. The British Labour Government wants to hand-
over power to the Congress not because the Congress is sup-
ported by Tatas and Birlas, but because it appears to have
the support of the masses. The British Labour Party says: We,.
as a party, are committed to democracy; how can we overrule
a party which has the support of the masses and wins all
elections? And can you dispute that the Congress has the
support of the masses? We know the means by which the;
Congress has secured that advantage. It has got it not indeed
by advocating a programme of the welfare of the masses, but
by demagogy and deceit. It has taken advantage of one
objective factor-the backwardness of the masses. The cultural
backwardness makes the Indian masses superstitious, religiously
inclined, and given to blind faith. The Congress, with its-
Mahatma, has made political capital out of that factor to secure:
the support of the masses. So long as we do not appreciate;
that factor in its full importance, we shall not be able to tackle*
the situation. The first item of the agenda mentions that factor*
as one of the causes of our election defeat. Some of our revolu-
tionary comrades might think that to speak of backwardness-
of the masses was a betrayal of the masses. The fact never-
theless is that it is, thanks to their backwardness, and by
exploiting it with the Mahatma cult, that the Congress has-
won the support of the masses. Why create a new God,,
instead of facing the truth ?
In other countries also some similar defect was utilised by
the Fascists to secure the support of the masses. In Germany,
it was the old nationalist preoccupation and the readiness of"
the Germans to accept regimentation, and the militarist
tradition. The highest ambition of any German is to put on
a uniform. When Hitler put all of them in uniforms, they
believed they were all supermen, and followed him. Similarly,.